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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 

2. Applicant's submission filed on 1 1/05/2007 has been entered. Claims 52-98 have 
been added. Claims 1, 33-98 are pending in this Application. 

Election/Restrictions 

3. Newly submitted claims 52-60, 66-83, 87-98 are directed to an invention that is 
independent or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: 
Group I : Claims 1, 33-51, 61-65, and 84-86; direct to method for providing audiovisual 

email system. 

Group II: Claims 52-60; direct to method for advertising via email. 

Group III: Claims 66-71 , direct to method for uploading an address book to a server. 

Group IV: Claims 72-77, direct to method for calculating fee to be paid. 

Group V: Claims 78-80, direct to method for detecting spam. 

Group VI: Claims 81-83, direct to method for displaying menu. 

Group VII: Claims 87-89, direct to method for tracking and resending email. 
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Group VIII: Claims 90-92, direct to method for creating email having discretionary 
functionality. 

Group IX: Claims 93-95, direct to an email including self-executing software segment. 
Group X: Claims 96-98, direct to method for displaying a website within an email. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention (Group I), this invention has been constructively elected by original 
presentation for prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 52-60, 66-83, 87-98 are 
withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 
1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The "Related 
Application" section on page 1 must be amended to provide current status for the 
related applications. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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6. Claims 1, 33-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
XP-0021 50023 ("Streaming Email"), hereinafter "Streaming Email". 

As per claim 1, "Streaming Email" teaches a method for providing an audiovisual e- 
mail system (pages 308-315, Video Express Email) comprising: 

• "providing a server connected to a network" at page 309; 
("Streaming Email" teaches the ImageMind' s Web Server 
connected to the Internet) 

• "inputting a message and an audiovisual enhancement which is associated with 
said message from a sender into said server, said message to be sent as an e- 
mail to at least one recipient on said network" at page 309; 

("Streaming Email" teaches the step of selecting video and 
audio data (i.e., "audiovisual enhancement") to a video e-mail 
message) 

• "associating said message with a self-executing programmable enhancement 
operative to stream said audiovisual enhancement, at least in part, from said 
server over said network and to display said audiovisual enhancement in 
conjunction with said message" at page 9; 

("Streaming Email" teaches that video player can be attached to 
the e-mail message) 

• "and sending said e-mail over said network to said at least one recipient" at page 
9. 
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As per claim 33, "Streaming Email" teaches a method as recited in claim 1 
wherein "said audiovisual enhancement includes both audio and visual components" at 
page 309. 

As per claim 34, "Streaming Email" teaches a method as recited in claim 1 wherein 
"said audiovisual enhancement includes only an audio component" at page 309. 

As per claim 35, "Streaming Email" teaches a method as recited in claim 1 wherein 
"said audiovisual enhancement includes only a visual component" at page 309. 

As per claim 36, "Streaming Email" teaches a method as recited in claim 1 , 
wherein "said audiovisual enhancement includes a streaming video displayed within a 
window of a recipient's machine" at page 31 2. 

As per claim 37, "Streaming Email" teaches a method as recited in claim 1 
wherein "said audiovisual enhancement is developed on a sender's machine, and is 
transmitted to said server over said network" at page 310. 

As per claim 38, "Streaming Email" teaches a method as recited in claim 37 
wherein "said network includes a TCP/IP network" at page 31 1 . 
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As per claim 39, "Streaming Email" teaches a method as recited in claim 38 
wherein "said network includes the Internet" at page 308. 

As per claim 40, "Streaming Email" teaches computer program segments 
embodied in computer readable media to provide an audiovisual e-mail system 
comprising: 

• "a code segment transmitting over a network to a server an audiovisual 
enhancement which is associated with a message from a sender, said message 
to be sent as an e-mail to at least one recipient on said network" at page 309; 

• "a code segment associating said message with a self-executing code segment 
operative to stream said audiovisual enhancement, at least in part, from said 
server over said network and to display said audiovisual enhancement in 
conjunction with said message upon the selection of said message by said at 
least one recipient" at pages 309-313. 

As per claim 41, "Streaming Email" teaches computer program segments 
embodied in computer readable media to provide an audiovisual e-mail system as 
recited in claim 40 wherein "said audiovisual enhancement includes both audio and 
visual components" at page 309. 

As per claim 42, "Streaming Email" teaches computer program segments 
embodied in computer readable media to provide an audiovisual e-mail system as 
recited in claim 40 wherein "said audiovisual enhancement includes only an audio 
component" at page 309. 
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As per claim 43, "Streaming Email" teaches computer program segments 
embodied in computer readable media to provide an audiovisual e-mail system as 
recited in claim 40 wherein "said audiovisual enhancement includes only a visual 
component" at page 309. 

As per claim 44, "Streaming Email" teaches computer program segments 
embodied in computer readable media to provide an audiovisual e-mail system as 
recited in claim 40 wherein "said audiovisual enhancement includes a streaming video 
displayed within a window of said recipient's machine" at page 312. 

As per claim 45, "Streaming Email" teaches computer program segments embodied 
in computer readable media to provide an audiovisual e-mail system as recited in claim 
40 wherein "said audiovisual enhancement is developed on a sender's machine" at 
page 310. 

As per claim 46, "Streaming Email" teaches an audiovisual e-mail system 
comprising: 

• "means transmitting over a network to a server from a sender machine an 

audiovisual enhancement which is associated with a message from said sender", 
said message to be sent as an e-mail to at least one recipient on said network" at 
pages 310-312; and 
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• "means associating said message with a self-executing program operative to 
stream said audiovisual enhancement, at least in part, from said server over said 
network and to display said audiovisual enhancement in conjunction with said 
message on a recipient machine upon the selection of said message by said at 
least one recipient" at page 312-313. 

As per claim 47, "Streaming Email" teaches an audiovisual e-mail system as 
recited in claim 46 wherein "said audiovisual enhancement includes both audio and 
visual components" at page 309. 

As per claim 48, "Streaming Email" teaches an audiovisual e-mail system as 
recited in claim 46 wherein "said audiovisual enhancement includes only an audio 
component" at page 309. 

As per claim 49, "Streaming Email" teaches an audiovisual e-mail system as 
recited in claim 46 wherein "said audiovisual enhancement includes only a visual 
component" at page 309. 

As per claim 50, "Streaming Email" teaches the audiovisual e-mail system as 
recited in claim 46 wherein "said audiovisual enhancement includes a streaming video 
displayed within a window of said recipient's machine" at page 313. 
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As per claim 51, "Streaming Email" teaches the audiovisual e-mail system as 
recited in claim 46 wherein "said audiovisual enhancement is developed on said 
sender's machine" at page 310. 

As per claim 61, "Streaming Email" teaches a method for providing active e- 
mail comprising: 

• "receiving email text from a sender" at page 309; 

• "associating said e-mail text with a code segment" at page 309; 

• "sending said code segment to a recipient in a body of an e-mail" at page 309. 

As per claim 62, "Streaming Email" teaches "an email server comprising a 
computer configured to receive e-mail text from a sender, to associate said e-mail text 
with a code segment and to send said code segment to a recipient in a body of an 
email" at page 309. 

As per claim 63, "Streaming Email" teaches a computer program embodied on a 
computer readable media for providing active email comprising: "software segment 
receiving email text from a sender ; software segments associating said email text with 
a code segment; and software segments sending said code segment to a recipient in a 
body of an email" at page 309. 

As per claim 64, "Streaming Email" teaches a method for providing e-mail 
comprising: "providing a link between an open email on a recipient computer and a 
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stored audio and/or video file not on said recipient computer; and streaming said audio 
and/or video file to said recipient computer" at pages 313-314. 

As per claim 65, "Streaming Email" teaches a computer product for providing 
email comprising: "software segments providing a link between an open email on a 
recipient computer and a stored audio and/or video file not on said recipient computer; 
and software segments streaming said audio and/or video file to said recipient 
computer" at pages 313-314. 

As per claim 84, "Streaming Email" teaches a method for enhancing an email 
comprising: "enhancing an email; and reviewing the enhancement of said email prior to 
sending said email" at pages 310-31 1 . 

As per claim 85, "Streaming Email" teaches an email server comprising a 
computer configured to enhance an email and to permit the review the enhancement of 
said email prior to sending said email" at pages 310-31 1 . 

As per claim 86, "Streaming Email" teaches a computer program for enhancing 
email comprising: "software segments for enhancing an email; and software segments 
for reviewing the enhancement of said email prior to sending said email" at page 310- 
311. 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 33-51 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular page or columns and line numbers in 
the references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the Examiner. 

In the case of amending the Claimed invention, Applicant is respectfully 
requested to indicate the portion(s) of the specification which dictate(s) the structure 
relied on for proper interpretation and also to verify and ascertain the metes and bounds 
of the claimed invention. 

The prior art made of record, listed on form PTO-892, and not relied upon, if any, 
is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
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If a reference indicated as being mailed on PTO-FORM 892 has not been 
enclosed in this action, please contact Lisa Craney whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3574 for faster service. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh B. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
41 16. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Khanh B. Pham/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2166 

March 12, 2008 
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